
 

  

May 3, 2026 

WELCOME 

PRELUDE                 All Creatures of Our God and 

King        

                                                                                         

arr. Albrecht              

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Easter people, we gather to worship and to listen, 

to learn the sound, the feel, the cadence of the 

Shepherd’s voice. 
    We come seeking our Shepherd’s voice. 

We gather to worship and to discern, to learn how 

to recognize our Shepherd’s voice amidst the 

chaos and noise of our lives. 
    We come seeking our Shepherd’s voice. 

We gather to worship and to find shelter, to learn 

to trust our Shepherd’s voice to guide us to safety 

and provide for us in all things. 
    We come seeking our Shepherd’s voice. 

Come, let us worship as we listen for the voice of 

Jesus who guides us, protects us, provides for us, 

and draws us together in community. 
    We come to worship as the family of Christ, a  

    flock seeking and following our Shepherd’s  

    voice. Amen. 

OPENING HYMN NO. 381        

               Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us     

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Loving Shepherd, you know our names, and still 

we wander. You call to us, but we do not always 

listen. We follow the noise of the world, the voices 

of fear, comparison, and control, instead of your 

voice that leads us to life. When we walk through 

shadows, we forget you are with us. When we        

hunger for meaning, we look in places that do      

not satisfy. When you set a table before us,                          

we hesitate, or turn away. Forgive us, O God.                            

Quiet the voices within and around us, so that               

we may hear you again— calling us byname,                       

leading us beside still waters, restoring our souls. 

Bring us back into your fold, that we may trust your 

goodness and follow where you lead. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Hear the good news: The Shepherd knows you.  

The Shepherd calls you by name. The Shepherd 

does not abandon the flock, but leads us toward 

life—abundant and full. In Jesus Christ, we are not 

lost. We are found. We are forgiven. We are led 

home. Thanks be to God.         
   Amen. 

SIGNS OF PEACE AND UNITY IN CHRIST  

PASSING OF THE FRIENDSHIP FOLDERS 

MESSAGE FOR GROWING CHRISTIANS 

SUNG RESPONSE No. 191, vs. 1     Jesus Loves Me 
Jesus loves me! This I know,  
for the Bible tells me so.  
Little ones to him belong;  
they are weak, but he is strong.  
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!  
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.                                

SCRIPTURE                     Psalm 23 

ANTHEM           The King of Love My Shepherd Is        

                                                                        arr. John Ness Beck 

                                 Chancel Choir  

SCRIPTURE                     John 10:1-10            

MESSAGE               Knowing That Voice         

SHARING OUR STORIES                                   Beth Buglio                           

OFFERING   

You may give your offering by using the QR code 

on your screen, at umcwc.org, through the mail,     

by automated giving through Realm, or by dropping 

it off at our office. Thank you for your generosity. 

OFFERTORY            He Shall Sustain Thee            Simone  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Knowing That Voice 



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always 

and everywhere to give thanks to you,            

Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. 

You formed us in your image and breathed into 

us the breath of life. When we turned away, 

and our love failed, your love remained  

steadfast. You delivered us from captivity, 

made covenant to be our sovereign God, 

brought us to a land flowing with milk and  

honey, and set before us the way of life. 

And so, with your people on earth and all the 

company of heaven we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 

   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

    heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

   Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who  

   comes in the name of the Lord.  

   Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus 

Christ. By the baptism of his suffering, death, 

and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, 

delivered us from slavery to sin and death,  

and made with us a new covenant by water 

and the Spirit. By your great mercy we have 

been born anew to a living hope through the 

resurrection of your Son from the dead and to 

an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, 

and unfading. Once we were no people,  

but now we are your people, declaring your 

wonderful deeds in Christ, who called us out of 

darkness into his marvelous light. When the Lord 

Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us  

always, in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit. 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, 

he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the 

bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, 

eat; this is my body which is given for you.  

Do this in remembrance of me." 

When the supper was over he took the cup, 

gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples,  

and said: "Drink from this, all of you; this is my 

blood of the new covenant, poured out for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

On the day you raised him from the dead he 

was recognized by his disciples in the breaking 

of the bread, and in the power of your Holy  

Spirit your Church has continued in the breaking 

of the bread and the sharing of the cup. 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty 

acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise 

and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, 

in union with Christ's offering for us, as we  

proclaim the mystery of faith. 
    Christ has died; Christ is risen;  

    Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make 

them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 

that we may be for the world the body of 

Christ, redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit 

make us one with Christ, one with each oth-

er, and one in ministry to all the world, until 

Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at 

his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Je-

sus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy 

Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

COMMUNION HYMNS NOS. 473, 630, 349 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

CLOSING HYMN TFWS NO. 2130           

         The Summons 

BENEDICTION  

Beloved, may God bless you with open 

hearts and minds so that together we may 

pay attention, discern, and follow your  

Shepherd’s voice, for that is the way that 

leads to abundant life on earth as it is in 

heaven. Amen. 

POSTLUDE                 Postlude in G         

                                               Mendelssohn/Blake                               

 

Bold text indicates congregational response. 

                                                                                          

Worship Participants 

   Message: Cyndi Stouffer 
   Liturgist: Rev. Allen Keller 
   Reader: Pam Kurey 
   Message for Growing Christians: Tim Case 
   Chancel Choir Director: Jeannie Nelson 
   Organist: Steve Campitelli 

Live Stream Team: Tim Case, CC Clark,  
   Brad Rush, Jacqueline Rush, Cory Smith 



 Education and Growth Opportunities 
Sunday School for all ages is at 10:00 AM 
   Children’s Sunday School (Rm 4-5)                
   Youth Sunday School (Youth Rm)                       
   Adult Sunday School                                                  
      Mustard Seed (Rm 12) 
      Seekers (Rm 7) 
      Upper Room (Chapel) 
Women’s Bible Study                    Wednesdays at 9:30 AM  
Men’s Bible Study                          Wednesdays at 7:30 AM 
Youth Group                                                 Sundays at 6:00 
PM  
Pastor Jo Higgins Children’s Library - Books for 1 year olds 
through teenagers. Located on the lower level. 
_______________________________________________________ 

Connection and Sharing Opportunities 
Chancel Choir (Adults)                      Thursdays at 6:30 PM 
Children’s Choir                             Wednesdays at 6:30 PM                                                                               
Praise Team                                    Wednesdays at 7:15 PM 
Carillon Choir                                  Wednesdays at 7:30 PM  
Sunshine Memory Café                        Tuesdays at 1:00 PM 
   A welcoming place for persons with memory loss and 
their care partner. 
Coffee With the Pastor               2nd Monday, 10 AM, at 
Gramm’s Diner Wednesday Night Out Dinner                              
Wednesdays at 5:45 PM  
Retired Men’s Lunch Group     2nd Wednesday at 11:30 AM 
United Women in Faith                   1st Tuesday at 6:30 PM,  
                                                                                  Sept-May 
   Circles meet at various times throughout the month. 
Web Dance               1st Sunday of each month, 6:00 pm,  
                                                                                 Sept-May 
   High school hosted themed dance party for adults with  
   intellectual disabilities  
_______________________________________________________ 

Opportunities for Growth, Fellowship, and Service 

ACT Now (formerly Act In Faith) - Items for their                                                 
Community Cupboard can be dropped off at the table 
in the Gathering Area. Donations of paper towels,                         
toilet paper, dish soap, toothbrushes and toothpaste, 
shampoo, all purpose cleaner, and laundry detergent 
are needed, as these items are not available at other 
cupboards.  
Unused hotel toiletries needed - Items go to Ronald 
McDonald House, Safe Harbor, and Salvation Army. 
Place items in the basket by the elevator in the                       
Gathering Area.  
Stephen Ministry - Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one                       
confidential lay caring ministry for people who are going 
through a tough time. If you would like more information 
about how one of our trained Stephen Ministers can 
walk with you during this time, contact Kelly Lynn 
(Kelly@umcwc.org). 

PRAYER NEEDS - The full list of prayer concerns can be 
found on the round table in the Gathering Area.                             
Requests are also sent through our “Prayer Link”.                                    
To receive the prayer link contact Luanne Sims 
(lsimsumcwc@gmail.com). To submit a prayer request, 
please sign the form in the friendship folder or contact 
Pastor Cyndi (pastorcyndi@umcwc.org). 

HAPPENING THIS WEEK 
Today, May 3 
    6:00 PM -  Web Dance (Youth Room) 
Monday, May 4 
    7:00 PM - Narcotics Anonymous (Fiesta Center) 
    7:00 PM - Boy Scouts (Rm 4)) 
Tuesday, May 5 
    5:30 PM - United Women in Faith Celebration Dinner  
                     (Fiesta Center) 
Wednesday, May 6 
    7:30 AM - Men’s Bible Study (Chapel) 
    9:30 AM - Women’s Bible Study (Chapel) 
    5:45 PM - Wednesday Night Out Dinner 
    7:15 PM - Praise Team (Fiesta Center 
    7:30 PM - Carillon Choir (Rm 12) 
Thursday, May 7 
    9:00 AM - Stephen Ministry Supervision (Chapel) 
  12:45 PM - Sunshine Memory Café Field trip to Winterthur 
    6:30 PM - Chancel Choir (Rm 10)  

 

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES 

Pentecost Sunday - May 24 - 8:45 and 11:00 AM 
   We will receive new members into our church family. 

Graduation Sunday - May 31  
One Worship Service at 10:00 AM 

   If you have a child graduating from high school, please start  
   gathering pictures to send to Cory for the slide show. 

Planning ahead - Summer Worship Time 
    Beginning on May 31 and continuing through the summer  

    we will be having one worship service only  
    at 10:00 AM in the sanctuary. 

   UPCOMING EVENTS AND NEWS 
Pop Tabs - We are collecting pop tabs for Ronald McDonald 
House. These tabs are recycled to generate funds for  
local chapters, helping to pay for essential services and 
operating costs for families staying there. Pop tabs can be 
placed in the receptacle in the Gathering Area. 
Save the date! Vacation Bible School - June 22-25, 6:00 - 
8:30 PM, ages 4 yrs - grade 5. Optional FREE dinner each 
night at 5:15 PM.  Registration is now open for children and 
volunteers at umcwc.org. Contact Kelly Lynn 
(Kelly@umcwc.org) for more information. 
Church Clean-up Day -  Saturday, May 16 from 9 am - 12 
pm. Everyone is invited come and help us do some spring 
cleaning around the church. 
*Please remember - The parking lot at the back of the 
church is for handicapped parking only on Sunday                
mornings. 
Save the date - July 24 - Willington Blue Rocks Baseball 
Game. The Chancel Choir (and anyone else who wants     
to sing) will be singing The National Anthem. Ticket                                          
information coming soon. 

 **Like us on Facebook  

(United Methodist Church of West Chester)  

and on Instagram (@umcwestchester) 


